
1,318

3,300+
Households Stable
& Secure

Lives Impacted

$232,150 Community
Reinvestment

Executive Director

_

As Lighthouse Ministries celebrates 30 years of serving Florence County, I
cannot help but reflect on the incredible legacy this organization has
built. When local pastors first came together with a shared vision to
better serve individuals and families in need, I am sure they never
imagined the impact Lighthouse Ministries would have on our
community. Because of their compassion and faith, countless lives have
been changed over the past three decades.

Those pastors laid the foundation for what Lighthouse Ministries still
stands for today: compassion, hope, community, and social
responsibility. Their belief that everyone deserves the opportunity for a
better life continues to guide us every day.

For me personally, Lighthouse Ministries has become much more than a
workplace. After 21 years here, it truly feels like family. I never imagined
that one day I would serve as executive director, but I am grateful for the
people who believed in me and encouraged me along the way. One of
the most defining moments in our history was finding a new home for
the ministry. At the time, the uncertainty felt overwhelming, but today
the Patterson Building has become a tremendous blessing for both our
organization and the families we serve.

Lighthouse Ministries would not exist without the support of so many
people throughout the years. From staff and volunteers to churches,
donors, board members, and community partners, this ministry has
always been a reflection of neighbors helping neighbors. As I look
toward the future, I am filled with gratitude for all that has been
accomplished and hopeful for all that is still ahead. My hope is that
Lighthouse Ministries will continue serving families throughout Florence
County for many years to come. I truly believe the best is still yet to come.
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VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

Volunteers are the heart of Lighthouse Ministries.

Whether serving weekly or helping at special
events, your time can provide hope and support

to neighbors facing difficult circumstances.

Join Our Volunteer Team

The time and talents of 38 active
volunteers resulted in 4,895 hours of

service this year, representing an
estimated value of $156,640 to our

mission and community.

Ready to Get Involved?
Call us at (843) 629-0830

or visit www.lighthouseflorence.org

Volunteer Opportunities

Mr. Bill Valone
For the past 13 years, Bill has faithfully served Lighthouse Ministries
through data entry and helping with maintenance projects around

the office. After attending a Lighthouse luncheon years ago, he
quickly recognized a need and immediately stepped in to help.

He shared that what has kept him volunteering all these years is the
opportunity to connect with fellow volunteers and staff while being

part of something good. Whether assisting behind the scenes or
lending a helping hand around the office, his servant’s heart has made

a lasting impact on Lighthouse Ministries.

When asked what Lighthouse Ministries means to him, he described it
as “caring people trying to make life easier for those in need.”

His message to anyone considering volunteering is simple: “Come on
down. You won’t regret it.”

We are grateful for his years of faithful service and are honored to
recognize him as our Volunteer of the Year.

Office & Administrative

Community Support

Programs & Outreach

Working Mothers Program
Strengthening Families
Ramp Program
First Friday Services Connect

Donation drives
Special events

Data entry
Phone interviews
Greeting participants



In the early 1990s, a group of Florence County pastors
recognized a growing need within the community. United by a

shared vision of serving neighbors facing hardship, they
combined their churches' time, talents, and resources to

establish Lighthouse Ministries. When the organization officially
opened its doors in 1996, its beginnings were humble. Operating

from a small office on South Dargan Street, volunteers
conducted interviews in a hallway, often completing paperwork

in their laps and sharing limited resources. Yet even in those
early days, the mission was clear: to provide hope, compassion,

and practical assistance to those in need.

As the ministry grew, so did its ability to serve. Through the
dedication of volunteers, support from local churches, and the
generosity of the community, Lighthouse Ministries expanded

into larger spaces and broadened its reach. Looking back,
longtime volunteer Sherrelle Revell expressed amazement at

the progression of Lighthouse Ministries and how far the
organization has come.

In 2017, Lighthouse Ministries entered a new chapter with its
move to the Patterson Building on West Evans Street. More than

a new location, the facility represented years of growth and
positioned the ministry to meet the evolving needs of Florence

County for generations to come.
 

Each move throughout the ministry's history created
opportunities to serve more neighbors and strengthen

community impact. The Patterson Building provided the space
needed to enhance existing programs and support the

continued growth of initiatives such as the Working Mothers
Education & Support Program, Strengthening Families Program,

Positive Parenting Program, and Ramp Program. 
 

What began as a small, volunteer-driven ministry has grown into
a trusted community resource serving thousands of individuals

each year. While much has changed over the past 30 years,
Lighthouse Ministries remains committed to the same mission

that inspired its founding: offering hope, compassion, and a path
forward for neighbors in need.

Foundations of Community

Building for the Future

ROOTED IN SERVICE
From our opening day to the mission that continues today.



Gala
T H E  G O O D  N E I G H B O R

Name: __________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________

UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday, September 10 , 2026th

Florence Country Club

Don’t miss upcoming ticket sale announcements!

____ YES! I signed up online to join the Good Neighbors Club by giving a monthly gift of $_____ (minimum $25)

Enclosed is my contribution of ___ $500 ___$250 ___$100 ___$50 ___ Other 

Make my gift ____ in honor of or ____ in memory of 

_____________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ Zip: _________State: ________

Email: _________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to Lighthouse Ministries 
Mail: PO Box 6801 Florence, SC 29502 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRIES!

Lighthouse Ministries gratefully accepts a variety of giving options beyond traditional donations. You can support our mission through IRA
charitable rollovers, donor advised funds, gifts of stock, will bequests, and charitable gift annuities. These meaningful contributions help

ensure long-term support for our neighbors in need. 
To learn more about these giving options, contact us at (843) 629-0830.

Program Testimonial

Thank you to our donors, volunteers,
partners, and supporters who have made

the last 30 years possible. Your compassion
and generosity continue to bring hope to

our neighbors and strengthen our
community every day.

30 Years Made Possible by YOU!

At a recent Strengthening Families Program graduation, a 15-year-old
shared heartfelt testimony about the impact the program had on his
life. Through tears, he explained that before participating in the
program, he often struggled to talk about difficult situations he faced,
including bullying.

"Before, I didn't really talk about stuff like that," he shared. "The
program helped me feel like I could go to my family if someone was
bullying me and actually talk about it."

His words were a powerful reminder that the Strengthening Families
Program does more than teach communication skills. It helps families
build trust, strengthen relationships, and create the support system
every child deserves.

Scan to give
ONLINE! 



Doug & Nancy Macdonald
Carolyn Smith

Frank & Mindy Steinkruger 
In Memory of Townsend Moore 

Peggy Youngblood 
In Loving Memory of Dr. Bob Youngblood

Finklea Hendrick Blake LLC
Florence Baptist Temple

Pepsi-Cola of Florence
Smurfit Westrock

THANK YOU TO OUR 2026 BBQ SPONSORS!THANK YOU TO OUR 2026 BBQ SPONSORS!THANK YOU TO OUR 2026 BBQ SPONSORS!

FriendPatronBenefactor

Shining LightBeacon

Guiding Star

Schipp & Garland Ames
Elder Henry & Valerie Badie

Chuck & Sherri Bender
Bert & Shirley Bausmith

Phyllis Brandis
Jamie & Traci Coward

Salley Davidson
Rev. Mary M. Finklea

Michael & Cathy Henderson
Elena Johnson

David & Sandy Kiessling
John & Laura Lindner

Kenneth & Farris Lupo
Mike & Cecilia Meggs
David & Kristen Moss

Dan & Lisa Murphy
Sherrelle Revell

Mike & Robin Tange
Ronnie & Sherry Tanner
Annette Lowery-Vereen

Mary Wallace
Lavelle's Diner

Hearts and Hands Educational & Counseling Services

Dan Allen
Shane, Paige, & Aubrey Ard

Sonny & Kelly Barnes
Angelyn & Sandy Bridges

Gerald Braun
Dr. Hunter Burch

Russ & Katie Casella
Bill & Paige Christian

Thelma Hawkins
Rene & Marty Josey In Honor of Vince & Maura Rolland

In Memory of Gary Lowder, Jr. by Debbie Dewitt Lowder
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph & Jill Lewis

Charles Matteson
Thomas Meggs

Dr. Carroll Player
Vince & Maura Rolland
Gilliam & Katri Skinner
Geoff & Jill Steinkruger

Nick Tomlinson
Yarnal Family

First Reliance Bank
Knights of Columbus Council 5194

Richard Skipper - State Farm
S/W Printing

Signature Wealth Strategies

Louise & Joe Balotti
Bruce & JoAnn Fortnum

Beverly Hiller
Bri & Will Jackson
Ansley McGinnis
Jeanne McGowan

Jeremy & Tiffany Straus
Idette Tucker

Zip & Patty Vassy
CareSouth Carolina

First Bank
First Citizens Bank

First Presbyterian Church of Florence
Florence Breakfast Rotary Club
Jim Stewart State Farm Agent 
Knight Furniture Showrooms

McCall Farms
McGowan Rogers, PA

Palmetto First Federal Credit Union
Palmetto Pulpwood & Timber

Savannah Grove Baptist Church
Women's Guild of St. Anthony Catholic Church

Justin & Marketa Allen-Mojer
Andy Edmunds, CFP®

Bill Valone
HopeHealth
PGBA, LLC

In Loving Memory of Winfield Brown

Kay Packett

Armstrong Wealth Management Group



PO Box 6801 
Florence SC, 29502

Thirty Years of Serving Our Neighbors with Compassion and Hope!

Be the Light Your support makes this work possible. 
Give, volunteer, or pray with us today!

DONATE TODAY 
www.lighthouseflorence.org/get-involved

lighthouseflorence 

Lighthouse Ministries, Florence, SC 
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